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Proud Bonnet Lets the Mississippi Roll 
Flood waters keep rolling on the river, but lucky for New 

Orleans the Bonnet Carre Spillway and Morganza Floodway 
can prevent the Mighty Mississippi from rolling straight 
through downtown. The Army Corps opened the Bonnet Carre 
with fanfare on Sunday, marking the 11th and earliest time it 
has ever been opened since its construction in 1931. Bonnet 
Carre diverts the swollen Mississippi into Lake Pontchartrain, 
which can have significant effects on the ecosystem, but does 
help prevent devastating floods in South Louisiana. The Corps 
has put the opening of the more controversial Morganza 
Floodway on hold. The Morganza diverts water from the 
Mississippi into the Atchafalaya River and has only been 
opened twice in its history owing to the fact that its impact is 
much more severe, flooding vast amounts of farmland in the 
Atchafalaya Basin. The spillways can keep water levels in the 
river flowing at 1.5 million cubic feet per second (cfs) at 
Morganza and 1.25 million cfs at Bonnet Carre. The Corps 
heard public comment (some uneventful, some heated) before 
opening the Bonnet Carre and in consideration of Morganza.  

 Unlike southern Louisiana, much of the Mississippi River 
flood plain is not lucky enough to have spillways to control and 
divert flood waters. Missouri and Illinois experienced 
devastating flooding as the River broke through levees, 
flooding countless homes, farms, and businesses. It is reported 
that 25 people have lost their lives as a result of the torrent, 
and damage up and down the River will total over $1 billion, 
making this the costliest winter flooding in U.S. history. 
Though El Niño is particularly strong this year, there is no 
question in scientists’ minds that the excessive rain has a lot to 
do with climate change. If climate change continues 
unchecked, it appears that Proud Bonnet will have a lot of 
work to do in the future. Maybe it would even be a good idea 
to start thinking of ways to use these “floods” to some useful 
purpose like stabilizing the coastal wetlands the river helped 
build.  One can even imagine reducing the nutrient and 
pollution loads in the River so it will be more fit to use.  But 
that’s probably just the whiskey talking. 
 
Mother Nature Has Lost Control of Her Kids Again  

Mother Nature missed the memo that Ohio (and most of 
the northern parts of the country) is supposed to have a White 
Christmas (Hanukkah, Kwanza, December in general). And 
though the South doesn’t expect snow, it sure didn’t expect 80 
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degree weather on the day of whatever holiday it chose to celebrate. But this year, El Niño must be Heat 
Miser in disguise and we got stuck with warm weather and endless rain (for real, we thought the Ark was 
coming). According to NASA this year’s El Niño will be as bad as or worse than the previous most-catastrophic-
El-Niño that wreaked havoc around the world during the winter of 1997-1998. That rainy December that 
flooded much of the Midwest this year, was accompanied by the worst floods in 50 years in South America, 
and deadly tornados in the South. California is bracing itself for extreme weather, which will be a boon to the 
drought stricken state…as long as it doesn’t come all at once. Brace yourself, L.A., rain is coming. 

El Niño shows no signs of stopping. In fact, the aftermath of El Niño can prove even more devastating. 
During El Nino of 1997-1998, an estimated 23,000 people died. It caused the worst coral bleaching in history, 
and it caused over $10 billion in damages globally. This year will be no different, with most of the globe’s 
impoverished populations facing drought, disease, and food shortages. To reiterate, climate change is bad and 
it makes bad things worse.  Time to face the strange and change?  

 
Michigan’s new Water Authority.  

Because it’s the New Year and resolutions are a thing, Michigan unveiled its shiny new regional water 
management authority on January 1, 2016. The Great Lakes Water Authority will serve the City of Detroit and 
Macomb, Oakland, and Wayne counties in Southern Michigan. The new Authority shines a spotlight on regional 
cooperation. The project will provide water and sewer services to the region and is being hailed as one of the 
many new projects aiming to position a revitalized Detroit on the path to success. It will give suburban and urban 
users a voice in management and allow Detroit to make improvements to its aging water infrastructure through 
a 40-year lease of its sewer system to the Authority. Should this collaboration be successful, it will stand as an 
example of collaborative water management to water managers around the country. The Great Lakes, with their 
Great Lakes-St. Lawrence River Basin Water Resources Council and now cooperative management agency in 
Michigan, are poised to be on the forefront of regional water management. This is a good New Year’s Resolution, 
hopefully it sticks. If they pull this off, they could be heroes. 

 
NOAA Just Released a New Toy, but it’s Kinda Depressing  

For those of you who like to daydream about apocalyptic flooding, those who are tired of going down and 
down looking for water, or those that want to see what that would look like and then plan a little better, 
NOAA has the toy for you. The NOAA Office of Coastal Management recently released sea level rise and 
coastal flooding data for Louisiana.  The tool can simulate what various sea level rise scenarios would look like, 
including the expected extent of flooding. One feature allows you to click on icons that show local landmarks 
impacted by the flooding. You know, to make you feel all warm and fuzzy inside. The tool can be used to view 
sea level rise scenarios around the world. It demonstrates the increase in marsh areas, and the frequency of 
nuisance flooding. NOAAs interactive map joins a slew of others that will hopefully be of service in combating 
climate change and subsequent sea level rise.  
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