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Bayou Bridge Pipeline Halted in the Atchafalaya Basin (Again? For 
Now?) 

An agreement between plaintiffs and the pipeline builders this 
week is halting construction on a piece of property where the 
landowners are challenging the expropriation of their land for the 
project. This isn’t the first challenge to this pipeline – set to link into 
the Dakota Access network- nor will it be the last. Opponents are 
saying this agreement freezes construction until a state court hearing 
in November, but builders Energy Transfer Partners seem to say 
they’re still on schedule to link crude oil from Lake Charles to St. 
James Parish.  

Meanwhile, more than a dozen activists are waiting for the St. 
Martin Parish District Attorney to decide whether or not they’ll face 
felony charges under a new law passed this spring to discourage 
opposition to pipelines such as this one. However, as some of these 
protesters were invited by the plaintiff landowners, it’s hard to 
imagine them guilty of trespass.  

Meanwhile, an oil export terminal has been proposed for a site 
adjacent to the Mid-Barataria Sediment Diversion, the river 
reintroduction project that is the crown jewel in the state’s Coastal 
Master Plan. Looking to avoid a reenactment of the RAM Terminal 
debacle, the state has held off granting any permit for this terminal – 
a terminal that would also incorporate a new, you guessed it, pipeline 
to, you guessed it, St. James Parish. 

 
You Think You Got Problems? Buddy, You Ain’t A South Florida 
Water Manager 

The Florida coast has been dealing with a red tide – a rapid 
increase in toxic red algae in the ocean – for several months now. It 
has reached as far north as Tampa Bay and has already driven away 
millions of tourism dollars, killed countless fish and other sea life, such 
as manatees and dolphins.  

Inland, Florida rivers have experienced explosions of toxic blue-
green algae. In waters fresh and salt, nutrient pollution, heavy rains, 
and warm temperatures create perfect conditions for algae to explode 
and render waters uninhabitable. Too bad there’s nothing they can do 
about it. 

 Below those rivers, much of south Florida sits on the shallow, 
porous limestone of the Biscayne Aquifer. Much of the region’s water 
infrastructure is intended to utilize that aquifer without getting 
overrun by it, but that balancing act is in serious danger. Sea level rise 
alone endangers the freshness of the aquifer and threatens to turn 
many, many septic tanks into nasty pollution sources – 90,000 or so in 
Miami-Dade County alone.  
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Coming up: 
Gulf of Mexico Hypoxia Task Force Meeting 
September 18, 2018 
Baton Rouge, LA or via webcast 
CPRA Board Meetings 
September 19, 2018 
Baton Rouge, LA 
 & 
October 17, 2018 
Cameron, LA 
Volunteer Oyster Shell Bagging 
September 15, 2018 
Buras, LA 
 

Water jobs: 
Executive Vice President/Executive Director 
American Water Resources Association 
Middleburg, VA 
Mississippi River Network Policy Manager 
Mississippi River Network 
Chicago, IL or location near MS River 
GIS Professional 
Dewberry 
Baton Rouge or New Orleans, LA 
Assistant Professor, Environmental Law 
and Policy 
Colorado College 
Colorado Springs, CO 
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https://www.nola.com/environment/index.ssf/2018/09/post_19.html#incart_river_index
https://www.nola.com/environment/index.ssf/2018/09/post_19.html#incart_river_index
https://www.nola.com/environment/index.ssf/2018/07/federal_appeals_court_rules_in.html
https://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/news/environment/article_6e647ffe-b514-11e8-9747-e78236c392c3.html
https://www.thenation.com/article/the-fight-to-stop-the-dakota-access-pipeline-continues-in-the-bayous-of-louisiana/
https://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/news/crime_police/article_4eb86460-a635-11e8-8ad7-cf31e43dabd5.html
https://www.nola.com/expo/news/erry-2018/09/ee9b94614c5492/proposed-oil-export-terminal-m.html#incart_river_index
https://www.nola.com/environment/index.ssf/2017/05/cpra_ram_coal_terminal_mid_bar.html
https://www.nola.com/environment/index.ssf/2017/05/cpra_ram_coal_terminal_mid_bar.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9q4j3Gg6qAE
https://www.csmonitor.com/Environment/2018/0829/From-pier-to-the-Capitol-red-tide-divides-and-unites-Floridians
https://www.tampabay.com/news/business/tourism/Red-Tide-update-Pinellas-County-has-dumped-more-than-17-tons-of-dead-fish_171661739
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/07/travel/florida-red-tide-tourism-gulf-coast.html
http://www.foxnews.com/science/2018/08/15/blue-green-toxic-algae-invades-florida-river.html
http://www.foxnews.com/science/2018/08/15/blue-green-toxic-algae-invades-florida-river.html
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/environment/article215993665.html
https://frinkiac.com/video/S08E08/TSIr9PTulor9YZaZWwnlV4j7rFY=.gif
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2018-08-29/miami-s-other-water-problem
http://news.wgcu.org/post/not-just-sea-level-rise-septic-tanks-and-superfund-sites-threaten-south-floridas-drinking-water
https://water-meetings.tetratech.com/Hypoxia/StaticPublic/index.htm
https://water-meetings.tetratech.com/Hypoxia/StaticPublic/index.htm
http://coastal.la.gov/calendar/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/oyster-shell-bagging-coastal-louisiana-reef-restoration-09152018-shell-shoveling-showdown-with-two-tickets-48428874066?aff=erelexpmlt
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/oyster-shell-bagging-coastal-louisiana-reef-restoration-09152018-shell-shoveling-showdown-with-two-tickets-48428874066?aff=erelexpmlt
https://careerhq.asaecenter.org/jobs/11460403/executive-vice-president-executive-director
https://careerhq.asaecenter.org/jobs/11460403/executive-vice-president-executive-director
https://www.idealist.org/en/nonprofit-job/b9a7d780cf8a4b1a834479d85f47638f-mississippi-river-network-policy-manager-mississippi-river-network-chicago
https://www.joshswaterjobs.com/jobs/9332
https://employment.coloradocollege.edu/postings/3477
https://employment.coloradocollege.edu/postings/3477
http://www.twitter.com/TulaneWaterLaw


But at least Florida has mangrove trees. Mangrove forests are great (unless you’re in Hawaii). They’re 
incredible ecosystems home to fish nurseries and very cool animals. And a new study shows increasing 
temperatures will allow the expansion of mangroves into more of Florida. Should these forests be allowed to grow 
and expand into areas predominantly of salt marsh, they seem to be able to build soil at a rate that could keep up 
with sea level rise. Plus, the forests do more to slow down storm speed and surge than do the marshes. Florida’s 
got enough problems with invasive species, but the mangroves could support some neat ones – wouldn’t they like 
some three-toed sloths to go with their super-pythons?  

 
Won’t Someone Please Do Something About the Garbage Patch!?!  

Well, someone is. And that someone is Ocean Cleanup, a nonprofit started by a young Dutch person who went 
diving and saw more plastic pollution than fish. So what’s Ocean Cleanup doing? Launching a massive 2,000 foot 
long trap to try to collect 150,000 pounds of trash in its first year. Will it work? Well, it has its doubters, but kudos 
to them for trying. Godspeed, giant doodle.  
 
Want to See Just How Little You Know About Molecular Science? 

Then check out this new article about how water can be both fast and slow at the same time and how it 
transitions from fragile to strong. Still not sure exactly what those things mean, but these being molecules and not 
characters in an action movie, it’s probably not through a training montage and stirring music. Too bad.  

 
Dear Miss Michigan, Please Apply to Tulane Law School 

What else is there to say? 
 

 

https://earther.gizmodo.com/why-hawaii-is-burning-its-massive-mangrove-trees-1828746100
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c1C9rM76BpI
https://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/mudskippers?source=searchvideo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sX9JRUHmtaw
https://besjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/1365-2745.13049
https://www.ecowatch.com/sea-level-rise-mangroves-2600494538.html
https://www.ecowatch.com/sea-level-rise-mangroves-2600494538.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T7HGSvczDA4
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/aug/25/snakes-florida-hybrid-pythons-super-breed-threat-danger
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/09/science/ocean-cleanup-great-pacific-garbage-patch.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/09/science/ocean-cleanup-great-pacific-garbage-patch.html
https://frinkiac.com/video/S05E08/ulRqyU2rWCoI5R1fkAQXlr1QmAw=.gif
http://www.pnas.org/cgi/doi/10.1073/pnas.1807821115
https://phys.org/news/2018-09-fast-waterexplaining-fragile-to-strong-transition.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pOcsBiCaEJ8
https://twitter.com/DeFede/status/1038959817870716928?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
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