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Watershed: The Place Where Water Sheds 
This past week on Stuff You Should Know, a delightful 

educational podcast, the guys talk watersheds! Not only was it 
a good review of what a watershed is and how they work, but 
also why understanding both of those things is so important. 
We concur. Check it out, but maybe not while you’re trying to 
wrangle this colossal gator.  
 
Brother, Can You Spare $50 Billion? 
 Here at stately Tulane Institute on Water Resources Law 
and Policy manor (aka Chateau d’Eau), we know that the best 
things in life are free. But when you’re trying to save the birds 
and the bees, and the people and the trees, from the threat of 
rising seas…you need money. The State recently released its 
Draft Coastal Master Plan for 2017 and while it is 
comprehensive in its discussion of projects and programs, it 
lacks a clear strategy for how to pay for all this work. The state 
pegs the price tag of the Master Plan at $50 billion (in reality it 
will cost closer to $100 billion) but can only count on about 
$21 billion in funds. That means we need to start having some 
serious discussion about where (and who) the rest of the 
money will come from. 
 Fortunately, we have been taking a hard look at some of 
the potential financing sources. In Financing the Future III, our 
latest issue paper released today, we examine a range of 
options the state could explore to fill the funding gap. The 
takeaways? There are no silver bullets. No single source will 
provide enough money to pay for the Master Plan and the 
related projects essential to the future of South Louisiana. 
While federal funding will undoubtedly be a piece of the 
puzzle, it’s up to Louisiana to take the lead in developing 
creative financing solutions to ensure the future of our state. 
That future won’t come free, but with contributions from 
stakeholders across the coast, state, and nation, we can turn 
the goals of the Master Plan into a reality. 
 
I Need a Dollar 
 A recent study released by Michigan State University 
analyzes increasing water prices across the country. The study 
looks at past trends in water price increases, current water 
pricing structures across the country, and factors in the 
expected impact from shrinking population growth in major 
cities, climate change, and failing infrastructure. It predicts 
that the number of households unable to afford water will 
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Coming up: 
CPRA Master/Annual Plans Public Meetings 
Houma & Mandeville, LA  
January 24th & 25th, 2017  
CRCL Coastal Restoration Road Show 
Abbeville, Lafitte, Cameron & Lacombe, LA  
February & March, 2017 
Tulane Environmental Law & Policy Summit  
New Orleans, LA  
March 10-11, 2017  
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Louisiana State University 
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AgCenter Assistant/Associate Professor 
(Natural Resource Economics) 
Louisiana State University 
Baton Rouge, LA 
Special Projects Coordinator 
Restore or Retreat 
Thibodaux, LA 
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triple in five years to nearly 36%. The lead researcher hopes that the study will raise awareness of the discrepancy 
between the human right to potable water and the cost of providing it in a changing climate, both literally and 
politically.  
 Hopefully, our President-elect’s promise to invest in infrastructure can alleviate some of the burden on 
utilities, who face a public perception that it is smarter to invest in conservation projects to protect waters (green 
infrastructure) than in water treatment or technological fixes (gray infrastructure). But, if not, the EPA may be 
able to lend some cities and states the funds. Under the new Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act 
(WIFIA) program, the Agency will be giving out approximately $1 billion in long term, low interest loans for water 
infrastructure projects.  
 
Laissez Les Bon Temps Rouler 
 It’s not just water infrastructure projects that the EPA is willing to give cash to. The EPA is also rolling out 
funds to help New Orleans restore the Industrial Canal Corridor as a part of its Brownfields Area-Wide Planning 
program. Roughly $200,000 will go towards revitalizing the area, to create shared green space and recreational 
space, and to help mitigate flood risk. A little something extra to celebrate this Carnival season, as we look to 
funding our new Master Plan. Cheers to you, EPA!  
 
This is How We Roll  
 Not for the first time, Georgia and Florida are hitting the negotiation table this week, with their decades-long 
battle over the Apalachicola-Chattahoochee-Flint River Basin entering a period of forced mediation. The case, 
being heard by a Supreme Court-appointed lawyer in Maine, could set landmark precedent for how the country 
will handle disputes over shared water resources going forward. Thus far, we can take away that SCOTUS would 
like everyone to hug it out and stop asking them for the answer.  This has been hard for the three states straddling 
the basin, but reaching consensus may be easier this time, because Georgia is coming to the table armed with a 
permission slip from the Army Corps of Engineers. In December, the Corps released its manual and final 
Environmental Impact Statement describing the water basin’s operations, and definitively granting Georgia’s 
requests to make withdrawals from the basin. Whether Florida will acquiesce to the same is a different story. The 
parties have until January 26th to submit a summary of their settlement efforts to the Court.  
 
Can’t Always Get What You Want  
 Staying true to the wise old adage, the Court may not be able to avoid water related disputes, no matter how 
hard it tries. While it pushes neighborly disputes towards settlement, the Supreme Court instead made room on 
its docket for another issue desperate for resolution, the long-standing debate over the Waters of the United 
States, or WOTUS, rule. Although PEOTUS and his pick for the head of EPA have vowed to repeal the rule, the 
issue isn’t moot yet, and the Court will still issue a ruling on a preliminary jurisdictional issue - where the case 
should be heard. It will not address the merits of the challenge, which states that the rule oversteps federal 
authority to define what waters are subject to federal regulation. For their part, the Feds are fighting back. The 
Corps and EPA submitted an almost 300-page brief to the Court, noting “All of the petitions for review should be 
denied because the rule is not arbitrary, capricious, or otherwise contrary to law”.  
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