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Well, There’s Your Problem 

You may have heard that New Orleans has had a few rounds of 
flooding from rainstorms this summer. It fits a narrative and makes for 
great visuals. Even though these storms dropped enough water to 
throw plenty of places into a state of emergency, this is New Orleans, 
not plenty of places.  We need to be ready for these heavy 
downpours, now more than ever.  

This duty falls to the Sewerage & Water Board of New Orleans. 
They’re also responsible for treating and delivering drinking water, as 
well as taking away and treating waste water. Like many major city 
utilities since the beginning of white flight, they’ve had to do it while 
population has declined and infrastructure has decayed. However, 
with all those caveats and realities acknowledged, it’s probably a 
tough day (of which there have been many lately) for S&WBNO’s 
defenders. The Lafitte drainage canal, a 3 mile long box culvert that 
moves water out of the CBD and other neighborhoods, is being 
cleaned out this week. What is being cleaned out of it, you ask? As of 
yesterday, 370 tons of stuff. Two blue whales worth of a car and car 
parts, bicycles, a sofa, a grill, and who knows what else. The car has 
probably been there 14 years – since the Katrina levee failures. And 
clean-up crews aren’t done.  

The still-new(ish) director Ghassan Korban says there’s no record 
of any comprehensive inspection of the city’s canals. Rather than ask 
“why the heck not?” the more important question might be “is this an 
indication of a new, better-run utility that is going to finish what it 
started or just the latest in a long line of, frankly, humiliating stories 
about the utility and the city?” While time will tell the answer, only 
engaged citizenship can shape the answer.  
 
World Wide Water Pollution. Is it a Party? No. Is it Suicide? Possibly 

A new report out from those noted tree-hugging hippies at the 
World Bank says that water pollution is reaching catastrophic levels 
around the globe. The report finds that consequences of poor water 
quality are wide-reaching and already can cut a region’s economic 
growth by one third. The authors note that, even where standards are 
enforced, they may not be good enough; that polluting forces are 
accelerating; and that these challenges are facing both rich and poor 
countries. They counsel improved information sharing, valuing 
prevention over a cure (but isn’t a whole lot of cure needed already?), 
and investing in technology that works. So, if you’ve got an aching to 
do things like improve lifespans and prevent infant deaths and some 
funds to invest, go for water quality technologies that work, whatever 
those might be.  
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greater appreciation and understanding 
of the vital role that water plays in our 
society and of the importance of the legal 
and policy framework that shapes the 
uses and stewardship of water.  

Coming up: 

 

America’s Wetland Foundation Virtual 
Adaptation Forum 
September 5 
 

Coastal Land Loss Awareness Art Exhibit 
Now through September 6; Nicholls State 
University 
 

Bayou Bonfouca Marsh Planting 
September 5-7, 2019; Slidell, LA 
 

Downriver Festival 
September 7; New Orleans, LA 
 

Walk and Learn Sessions: Sewage and Water?! 
and Second Line at Sunset 
September 7; New Orleans, LA 
 

State of the Coast Session Proposal Deadline; 
September 13, 2019 
 

International Coastal Cleanup 
September 21; Elmer’s Island 
 

Water jobs: 
Consortium Administrator 
LUMCON; Chauvin, LA 
 

Deputy Director 
Audubon Louisiana; New Orleans, LA 
 

Executive Director 
Network of Oregon Watersheds; Salem, OR 
 

Research Engineer 
ULL Watershed Flood Center; Lafayette, LA 
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https://thisdayinwaterhistory.wordpress.com/
https://weather.com/safety/floods/news/2019-08-26-new-orleans-louisiana-flooding-impacts
https://www.nola.com/news/environment/article_9e74b44c-6aad-51b0-adcb-af07a317c966.html
https://bloximages.newyork1.vip.townnews.com/nola.com/content/tncms/assets/v3/editorial/2/f1/2f1268a6-1529-538f-be5d-126e5944610c/5d65952086998.image.jpg?resize=1200%2C630
https://www.nola.com/news/article_e7cd222a-a329-11e9-8b2d-ab8749f9d28a.html
http://www.nrcc.cornell.edu/services/blog/2011/09/02_irene/index.html
https://nca2014.globalchange.gov/
https://www.nola.com/news/article_d2f78730-c9e1-11e9-b52a-5b25dfb4c49b.html
https://www.wwltv.com/amp/article/news/local/down-the-drain/370-tons-of-debris-removed-from-crucial-city-canal/289-8ecef41e-cb92-4d72-803d-6186d266dd18
https://thumbs.gfycat.com/FewDimIndianrockpython-size_restricted.gif
https://thumbs.gfycat.com/FewDimIndianrockpython-size_restricted.gif
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LZ1kzIDzNR8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hq-pA4R_EMM
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/32245/9781464814594.pdf?sequence=3&isAllowed=y
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/aug/20/whats-in-our-water-report-warns-of-growing-invisible-crisis-of-pollution
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2019/08/20/quality-unknown
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_pf1xIExmQi2HIiNM7R-WGg
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_pf1xIExmQi2HIiNM7R-WGg
https://www.nicholls.edu/news/2019/nicholls-alums-art-gallery-to-promote-coastal-land-loss-awareness/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/bayou-bonfouca-marsh-restoration-planting-event-on-september-5-2019-tickets-64179587875?aff=erelexpmlt
https://www.downriverfest.org/home
https://www.facebook.com/events/681979878937687/
https://www.facebook.com/events/408702719756588/
https://conference.ifas.ufl.edu/soc/call_proposals.html
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfYuPkxENcFJ-lXE1zHXVVM89VK2dMOhXdeoUBMpJhN4V8wDA/viewform?fbzx=5454860477050897076
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/louisiana/jobs/2319809/consortium-administrator
https://careers-audubon.icims.com/jobs/4151/deputy-director%2C-audubon-louisiana/job?mobile=false&width=975&height=500&bga=true&needsRedirect=false&jan1offset=-360&jun1offset=-300
http://www.oregonwatersheds.org/network-of-oregon-watersheds-is-hiring/
https://louisiana.csod.com/ats/careersite/JobDetails.aspx?site=1&id=804
http://www.twitter.com/TulaneWaterLaw


Hooray for the Ancients! 
Man, those ancients, with their language and their sword of tongues (video games are weird), they really had 

stuff figured out. Really, though, figuring out what to do about water – mostly how to have it available safely and 
sufficiently – was a common concern among a wide range of ancient civilizations, especially Cecil Terwilliger’s 
favorite. Well, in a changing world with greater demands placed on water and water infrastructure, many are 
turning to those hydrologic engineers of days long gone by. In Spain, where some still drink cool water without the 
help of refrigerants in botijos, the city of Alicante is utilizing designs inspired by ancient Arab aljibes to collect and 
store rainwater in this arid region where water falls in sudden downpours. In Peru, where many people are 
dependent on the rapidly-shrinking glaciers of the Andes for their water, some indigenous groups are having to 
push back on modern engineering that relies on PVC and liners and other technologies that break down over a 
few years and only worry about moving water from point A to point B, rather than servicing the whole region. All 
the while, ancient methods have stood the test of time and supplied springs and wells across the whole area. 
Finally, in Sri Lanka, the ancient cascade system – a series of hundreds of small connected tanks – is being revived 
with UN Development Program funds to improve water supply in the face of uncertain monsoons. What other 
wisdom might the Henry Darcys of the long-long-time-ago past have left for us?  
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